
 
   
This trip took us from Perth, down the coast through Busselton and Bunbury to Augusta, 

then on to Albany and Esperance before heading home through Kalgoorlie and Hyden.    
   
The route includes stops at Yallingup and the Caves Road, the meeting of the Indian and 

Southern Oceans in Augusta, the Bicentennial tree and Pemberton Forest, Bluff Knoll 

night climb and many other attractions.    
   
This is a varied trip that gives you the best of the South West of WA including outback, 

coastline and forest.   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Western Australia: The South West 

 

Start: Perth 
Finish: Perth 
Location: Western Australia 
Duration: About 9 days 
Distance: 3500 km 



 

Itinerary Details   

Day 1: Perth – Augusta (350km/ 4 hours)   
We left Perth just before 7am and drove to Lake Clifton to check out the Stromatolites which can be found there. Bunbury 

was our next stop where we walked along the dolphin beach before heading on to Busselton for a walk along the jetty. Our 

next stop was Dunsborough and then Yallingup for a surf and then a climb at nearby Canal Rocks. Lunch was at Bootleg 

Brewery (one of the many breweries, vineyards and gastronomical attractions in the region). We toured Mammoth cave (a 

self-guided tour) and then headed for Augusta and sunset at the Cape Leeuwin Lighthouse (Don’t miss the waterwheel just 

down the road). A stop at Hamlin Bay is well worth the short detour. Similarly, there are a number of caves, beaches and 

other attractions in the Margaret River region. Look out for some of these in future itineraries. There are many 

accommodation options in the area including Karridale, Hamlin Bay and a multitude of others.  This trip can be done as a 

day trip including the Dale Evans Bicentennial Tree as long as you don’t mind a fast pace, lots of driving and skipping Lake 

Clifton and Bunbury. Accommodation: Camping at Augusta  

Day 2: Augusta – Albany (400km/ 5.5 hours)   
From Augusta, we drove to Pemberton and the Dale Evans Bicentennial Tree (a 75 metre climb, not for the faint of heart). 

Continuing the forest theme, we took a walk near Beedelup falls and came across a few hidden gems. We made a few other 

stops (there’s plenty signposted) before we got to the Valley of the Giants Treetop walk near Walpole.     

After the treetop walk, we moved on towards Denmark, making stops at the ice creamery and chocolate café, before taking 

the plunge at Greens Pool and Elephant Rocks. After pies in Denmark we made our way to Albany and stayed at 1849 

Backpackers. Sunset was great from the ANZAC memorial at the top of Clarence. Accommodation: Backpackers Albany   

Day 3: Albany (165km/ 3 hours)   

 The first of our days in Albany. We drove out along Frenchman Bay Road and toured some of the attractions there including 

the Vancouver Peninsula, The Gap, Natural Bridge, The blowholes, and Jimmy Newell’s Harbour. All of these spots are on 

the Torndirrup Peninsula on the way to Whale World, a museum about the whaling station and trade that continued in 

Albany until 1978. On the way back, we stopped for a tasting at the Great Southern Distillery. Not content to finish the day 

there, we drove on to Two People’s Bay and Little Beach about 50km out of Albany for a swim and some photos of the 

stunning cove before heading back to the 1849 Backpackers for an early nap before our midnight climb of Bluff Knoll. 

Accommodation: Backpackers Albany   

Day 4: Albany (200km/ 3 hours)   
On our second day in Albany, we awoke at midnight and drove to Bluff Knoll in the Stirling Ranges (about an hour and a 

half) set to climb the range in time for sunrise. The track is unsealed, steep and requires a fair level of fitness (I wouldn’t 

recommend trying it at night). The trail is about 6km and we were able to reach the summit at around 4.30am for a 

spectacular sunrise (which is why it might be worth taking the risk climbing at night). We climbed on a full moon which 

made the path slightly less treacherous, but even in the height of summer, it was a chilly hour or so at the top. 

Having conquered Bluff Knoll, we headed back towards Albany, stopping at Castle Rock in the Porongurup Ranges for 

another climb. The Castle Rock trail is much easier than Bluff Knoll and has a ladder climb and walkway at the peak. The 

track is about 4.5 km return. 

Having burned the candle at both ends, we had an easy afternoon and stayed again at the 1849 Backpackers. 

Accommodation: Backpackers Albany    

Day 5: Albany – Esperance (500km/ 5.5 hours)   
There was plenty more that we could have done in Albany, but the road was calling and we left for Esperance. We arrived in 

Esperance on December 30 and were forced to camp in overflow camping at the show grounds. Having set up camp, we 

decided that a better Idea would be to find a beach and camp there. After a quick surf, we left some of our gear behind and 

found a spot in the dunes near Twilight Beach (This is not strictly allowed and is probably not really recommended).  

Accommodation: Caravan Park/Beach squatting 

   

http://www.karridalecottages.com.au/
http://albanybackpackersaccommodation.com.au/
http://albanybackpackersaccommodation.com.au/


Day 6: Esperance (110km/ 1.5 hours)   
We left our beach hideaway in the morning after a cool evening in the dunes and headed towards Cape Legrand National 

Park. One important stop on the way was the Western Australian Stonehenge, a faithful reproduction of Stonehenge (in its 

heyday) sitting in a cow paddock. It’s worth the entrance fee for bizarre-factor alone! 

We drove on in to Cape Legrand National Park and toured the beaches. Our first stop was Rossiter Bay, where some of us 

got out and chose to walk the Coastal Trail, a 15km hike along the beaches. Those who did not hike drove back towards 

Lucky Bay, to wait for the walkers to catch up. One could easily spend a whole holiday in Cape Legrand National Park, so 

when we moved on after kangaroo feeding on the beach, surfing and relaxing we lamented not booking at the caravan park 

on the beach. Our next stop was an evening surf at Legrand Beach before heading back to the campsite for New Year’s 

celebrations. Accommodation: Overflow camping Esperance  

Day 7: Esperance - Hyden (800 km/ 10 hours)   
From Esperance we took a roundabout route to Hyden to briefly visit Kalgoorlie (This makes for a huge day of driving and I 

would be inclined to visit Kalgoorlie on a different trip) The direct road from Esperance to Hyden is under 400km. We viewed 

the Super Pit, a massive mine right in the centre of Kalgoorlie and wandered the town’s streets for a moment in 50-degree 

heat.  

From Kalgoorlie we drove on towards Hyden. Rather than following the tar sealed road another 500km, we turned on to the 

Emu Fence Road just before Southern cross which took at least 150km off the journey. The road is gravel, but was well 

graded, straight and wide. It’s very easy to drive it like a highway, but remember there are animals and gravel is slippery. 

We stayed in a motel for the evening, and snuck out to Wave rock to explore after sunset. 

 Accommodation: Shared Motel Unit  

  

Day 8: Hyden - Perth (570km 6.5 hours)   
Our final day on the trip took us from Hyden towards Perth with a significant detour to stop at the weird and wonderful 

Gnomesville. From here we returned to the coast and stopped at Preston Beach for a swim (until we spotted a shark, one of 

the risks of swimming near twilight in WA). Thwarted, we returned to the road and headed back to Perth. Accommodation: 

The warmth of our own beds!  
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