
  
  
This trip took us from Perth, through Shark Bay, Coral Bay, Exmouth before turning 

inland towards Karijini National Park, and finally back to Perth via the inland road.   
  
The route takes in the World Heritage Area of Shark Bay, Ningaloo Marine Park, Gape 

Grand National Park, and Karijini National Park along the coast north of Perth and into 

central Western Australia.   
  
If you are interested in the varied landscapes of Western Australia, and want a taste of 

what the state has to offer, this trip could do the trick.  
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                                                    * k Designed by Freepi   

Star t:   Perth   

Finish:   Perth   

Location:  Western Australia   

Duration:   About 10 days   

Distance:   4500   km   
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Itinerary Details  

Day 1: Perth – Kalbarri (560km/ 6.5 hours)  

We left Perth at about 5.30pm on Friday and drove solidly through Geraldton and on to Kalbarri, where we camped inland 

of the National Park on the Murchison River. By adding a day to this part of the trip, you could easily see many of the sights 

of Kalbarri National Park and surrounds, as well as the nearby Hutt River Province (we skipped this as it was part of another 

trip we had previously made to the area). We travelled as a group of 5 and camped in a tent, a swag and in the back of the 

van in which we were travelling. Accommodation: Free Camping  

Day 2: Kalbarri – Carnarvon (600/ 7.5 hours)  

We rose early and drove to Shark Bay World Heritage Area where we stopped first at Hamelin Pool to view the Stromatolites 

that can be found there. From here, we moved further into the park and refueled at Nanga Bay (a resort and beach that was 

well worth the stop, however bookings are recommended). Our next stop was Denham for lunch before heading back 

towards the highway. With a few extra hours and 4X4 transport there is plenty more to explore around Shark Bay. Similarly, 

a 100km return trip from Denham would put you in range of Monkey Mia and the (touristy) dolphin experiences (we skipped 

these as our time was limited, and dolphins are far from rare around Perth, Mandurah, and Bunbury).  

On the way back to the highway we stopped at Eagle Bluff (where we saw Sharks, Dugongs, and Eagle Rays from the 

lookout). We also stopped at nearby Shell Beach which was, as described, a beach covered in shells accumulated by the 

shallow, salty bay.   

Upon leaving Shark Bay, we drove to Carnarvon where we camped in one of the town’s many caravan parks.  

Accommodation: Caravan Park  

Day 3: Carnarvon – Coral Bay (350km/ 4.5 hours)  

 A late start from Carnarvon gave us time to do some grocery shopping (the Coles in Carnarvon opens at 8am on Sunday). 

We departed shortly after 10am and took a detour along the Gnarloo road (unpaved and corrugated) to view the surf and 

the Blowholes. We did not drive the 150 kilometres to Gnarloo Station due to time constraints, but another half day would 

allow this journey. There is camping at Gnarloo station, and at Quobba near ‘The Blows’ – just remember to respect the 

locals. We drove on to Coral Bay and arrived at around 4pm. As we were travelling during the holiday period, the two 

caravan parks were crowded, but we were able to secure a site. Coral Bay is an excellent base for exploring Ningaloo Reef – 

particularly for Whale Shark tours between late March and early July. These tours often cost in excess of $400, so we elected 

to leave the experience for another occasion. I found the crowds at Coral Bay unpleasant, however it remains an inviting 

place if visited outside of peak times. There is a 4X4 beach track that runs from Coral Bay to Yardie Creek and on to Exmouth 

which we were unable to take on this trip. 3 days are recommended to complete this 150km road safely, be sure to seek 

further information before trying this route. Accommodation: Caravan Park  

Day 4: Coral Bay – Yardie Creek (250km/ 3 hours)  

We left Coral Bay reasonably early and drove to the town of Exmouth. After collecting supplies, we drove around the cape 

towards Cape Grand National Park, stopping at the underwhelming Wreck of the S.S. Mildura (the significance of this wreck 

and the nearby lighthouse is nevertheless interesting) and surf beach (surf was lacking). We drove into Cape Grand National 

Park and headed for Yardie Creek which was well worth the hour or so drive to the end of the tarmac in the park. During 

holiday periods you are required to pre-book for camping in the park, and spaces can be scarce.   

We stopped for lunch and snorkelling at Turquoise Bay where sea life was in abundance including turtles, dolphins, many 

other fish, and varied coral formations.  

We stopped briefly for a walk at Yardie Creek around dusk (although there are a number of walking trails and cruises 

available if you have more time), before returning to Osprey Bay to camp. If you are camping, keep in mind that most of the 

sites in Cape Grand National Park as crushed gravel sites which make driving pegs into the ground nearly impossible. 

Accommodation: National Park Campsite   



Day 5: Yardie Creek – Tom Price (650km/ 7.5 hours)  

The drive from Yardie Creek to Tom Price was one of the longest drives on the trip, and it heralded the end of the coastal 

element of the tour. We stopped at Nanutarra Roadhouse (as most do) to break up the drive. The heat can be taxing in this 

area, so be sure to come prepared. You can reach Tom Price without leaving tarmac, but we took the service road for no 

other reason than to explore (and were rewarded with two flat tyres for our efforts). We stayed in the Tom Price caravan 

park, which does not take bookings. There was plenty of space, a large outdoor kitchen and a pool. Accommodation:  

Caravan Park  

Day 6: Tom Price – Karijini National Park (110km/ 1.5 hours)  

Before leaving Tom Price, we resupplied for our time in Karijini National Park. The park does have a visitor’s centre and a 

restaurant at the Eco Lodge, but utilising the facilities of Tom Price is recommended. We drove up Mt. Nameless in the 

morning (4X4 definitely required, although walking works too) and then drove in to Karijini National Park. Regular tours of 

the mines run from the visitors’ centre in Tom Price and the tours include detailed information on Tom Price (both the man 

and the town).  

We drove to Hamersley Gorge (about 60km away from the rest of the attractions in Karijini NP), which is well worth the 

effort as one of the more accessible gorges. Hamersley is also one of the most attractive spots in the park. From here we 

drove back to Dale’s Gorge where camping is available. The rocks in the gorges at Karijini become slippery when wet, so 

solid walking shoes (with flat soles) are advised. Accommodation: National Park Campsite  

Day 7: Karijini National Park (75km/ 1 hour)  

Dale’s Gorge is one of the highlights of Karijini National Park and is certainly the place to visit if you only have one day to 

spend (try to budget at least a few days here as Karijini is Western Australia’s second largest National Park). Here we 

walked to Circular pool (visible from the top of the Gorge) and then followed the gorge on its meander until we reached 

Fortescue Falls. Finally, we swam at Fern Pool, a lovely deep pool not far up the track.   

After a morning spent swimming in Dale’s Gorge’s pools, we headed on towards Hancock and Weano Gorges about 65km 

away. There is water available near the visitor’s centre, which is well worth a look. We made camp at around 2pm for lunch, 

and then drove to Hancock Gorge. Here there is an impressive lookout (Oxer and Junction Pool Lookouts) over the meeting 

of Weano, Red, Hancock and Joffre Gorges. Having inspected the view, we climbed down into Hancock Gorge to catch the 

sunset light, which is excellent for photography. Weano Gorge’s Handrail Pool is also well worth a look, however when we 

visited the gorge was closed due to contaminated water thanks to lower than normal summer rainfall. Accommodation: 

Karijni Eco Retreat Campsite  

Day 8: Karijini National Park (0km)  

The Karijini Eco Lodge has direct access to Joffre Gorge (you do not have to stay at the Eco Retreat to be able to access the 

gorge. After a steep climb down, there is a large pool that apparently stops your progress, however it is possible to climb 

around to Joffre Falls.   

We brought inflatable mattresses with us and paddled along the deep pools to the left. It is possible to paddle past Junction 

Pool, but this is a difficult trail that includes a number of climbs, scrambles and jumps. Be sure to seek advice before 

attempting, and always travel with a qualified guide for route that require ropes.   

In the evening we dined at the Eco Lodge’s restaurant which offered an excellent menu at prices that were not significantly 

greater than those one might expect in Perth. Accommodation: Karijni Eco Retreat Campsite  

Day 9: Karijini National Park - Perth (1450km/ 16 hours)  

We had planned to make the journey back to Perth over two days, but after setting out at 6.30am (just on sunrise), we 

pushed through to Perth in one stretch. The inland road through Newman, Meekatharra, Cue, and New Norcia offers a 

number of sites worth seeing – particularly in wildflower season – but time, once again worked against us. Accommodation: 

The warm embrace of my own bed!  
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